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Abstract: 
This lecture pays tribute to the 50th anniversary of Angola’s independence, exploring it as a 
complex and multilayered process that extends beyond the conventional narrative of 
nation-state formation or the struggle for freedom. Angola’s history, deeply intertwined 
with global networks of power, commerce, and culture, demands to be constantly revisited 
and reread from multiple perspectives. On the one hand, precisely because of its external 
seductive appeal, Angola’s history can be underperceived due to Western stereotypes, or 
underestimated due to orientalist views. On the other hand, the history of the slave trade – 
while essential – has sometimes privileged North and South American interpretations, 
narrowing the field to a diasporic view that overlooks the internal complexities of Angolan 
society. In both strains, for the same reasons, these internal intricacies and their dissimilar 
rhythms of time remain eclipsed by external concerns. But a countervailing knowledge 
might also exist. Internally, the politicization of the past fosters an excessive nationalistic 
cohesiveness in Angolan history. It also creates a standardization of the past, deepening the 
politics of memory and aligning it with the state elite’s view of Angola. As a result, Angola’s 
historical narrative has often overshadowed the diverse meanings of liberty and freedom—
notions deeply entangled with the history of the Civil War and with the asymmetrical 
dependencies that continue to shape Angolan society across economic, gendered, 
generational, and regional lines. This lecture proposes the concepts of Palimpsest and 
Puzzle as metaphors and methodological tools to creatively explore the complexities of 
Angola in time and space. Across historical examples within different sources, it initiates a 
dialogue between internal and external perspectives, reflecting on how, half a century after 
independence, democratizing the past might become both a cultural and historiographical 
goal. 
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